Class 5 - Jesus Christ - True God and True Man OCIA 2024-2025
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made... And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. (John 1:1-3,14)
Have this mind among yourselves, which was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. Therefore, God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name, which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Phil. 2:5-11)
“My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28)
CCC 426 "At the heart of catechesis we find, in essence, a Person, the Person of Jesus of Nazareth, the only Son from the Father. . .who suffered and died for us and who now, after rising, is living with us forever.” To catechize is "to reveal in the Person of Christ the whole of God's eternal design reaching fulfilment in that Person. It is to seek to understand the meaning of Christ's actions and words and of the signs worked by him." Catechesis aims at putting "people . . . in communion . . . with Jesus Christ: only he can lead us to the love of the Father in the Spirit and make us share in the life of the Holy Trinity."
Titles of Jesus
CCC 452 The name Jesus means "God saves". the child born of the Virgin Mary is called Jesus, "for he will save his people from their sins" (Mt 1:21): "there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).
CCC 453 The title "Christ" means "Anointed One" (Messiah). Jesus is the Christ, for "God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power" (Acts 10:38). He was the one "who is to come" (Lk 7:19), the object of "the hope of Israel" (Acts 28:20).
CCC 454 The title "Son of God" signifies the unique and eternal relationship of Jesus Christ to God his Father: he is the only Son of the Father (cf Jn 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18); he is God himself (cf Jn 1:1). To be a Christian, one must believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God (cf Acts 8:37; 1 Jn 2:23).
CCC 455 The title "Lord" indicates divine sovereignty. To confess or invoke Jesus as Lord is to believe in his divinity. "No one can say 'Jesus is Lord' except by the Holy Spirit'" (I Cor 12:3).
Incarnation
[bookmark: -GQ]CCC 457 The Word became flesh for us in order to save us by reconciling us with God, who "loved us and sent his Son to be the expiation for our sins": "the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world", and "he was revealed to take away sins":70
CCC 458 The Word became flesh so that thus we might know God's love: "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life." 
[bookmark: -GU][bookmark: -GW][bookmark: -GX]CCC 459 The Word became flesh to be our model of holiness: "Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me." "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me."74  "Love one another as I have loved you."76 This love implies an effective offering of oneself, after his example.77
CCC 460 The Word became flesh to make us "partakers of the divine nature": For this is why the Word became man, and the Son of God became the Son of man: so that man, by entering into communion with the Word and thus receiving divine sonship, might become a son of God.
CCC 480 Jesus Christ is true God and true man, in the unity of his divine person; for this reason he is the one and only mediator between God and men.
CCC 481 Jesus Christ possesses two natures, one divine and the other human, not confused, but united in the one person of God's Son.
 The Triple Dilemma – Lunatic, Liar, or Lord
· Jesus made certain claims about Himself which nobody, but God could make. 
· Besides simply making claims, Jesus performs many supernatural works that give credibility to His claims, including the supreme miracle of His bodily Resurrection.
· What is a person to make of these claims? There are only three plausible answers: Jesus is either a Lunatic, a Liar, or He is telling the truth and is therefore Lord. Lord, Liar or Lunatic?
Was Jesus a lunatic? 
Jesus does not display any signs of lunacy. He acts with deliberateness, reason and demonstrates an extraordinarily sharp intellect, especially in His intellectual sparring matches with the scribes Class # 2 and Pharisees. He is fully in control of all His faculties and does everything He does quite intentionally without any signs of lunacy. In other words, He has the wrong psychological profile to be considered a lunatic. It is unlikely that a lunatic would be able to compose such beautiful and memorable sayings as the Lord’s Prayer, the Beatitudes, the Sermon on the Mount, the parables of the Prodigal Son and the Good Samaritan as well as the Golden Rule.
Could he have been lying? 
“Everybody agrees that Jesus is a trustworthy teacher. “But what a trustworthy teacher teaches can be trusted. If he is trustworthy, then we should trust him, especially about his own identity. If we do not trust him about that, then we cannot say that he is trustworthy, that is, wise and good. In fact, if we do not trust him even to know who he is, then he certainly is not trustworthy, wise and good. If there is any one thing that disqualifies a person from being trustworthy, it is not knowing himself. A man who thinks he is God when he is not God clearly does not know himself!” -Handbook of Christian Apologetics, Kreeft & Tacelli, p. 155
The Only Alternative
This leaves us with one alternative: if Jesus Christ really existed, and He is not a liar or a lunatic, then the only alternative left to us is that He was telling the complete truth about who He was and deserves our complete obedience. 
If He is Lord, then several things follow: 
· Every word He says is truth. 
· We must give obedience to all of His moral commands. 
· We must take very seriously the teachings of those appointed by Him, of whom He said “He who hears you hears me, and he who rejects you rejects Me, and he who rejects Me rejects Him who sent Me” (Luke 10:16). What we do with Christ determines our relationship to God. 
Therefore, the Sacred Council teaches that bishops by divine institution have succeeded to the place of the apostles, as shepherds of the Church, and he who hears them, hears Christ, and he who rejects them, rejects Christ and Him who sent Christ.” - Vatican II Lumen Gentium 20 
The divinity and authority of Christ are the source of all the doctrines the Church proclaims as revealed and all the authority she claims for herself
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Some Scriptural Data for Christ’s Claim to Divinity 
1. The early credal formula “Jesus is Lord”: 1 Cor 12:3; Phil 2:11. 
2. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. Therefore, God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name, which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:5-11). 
3. The title “Son of God”: Mt 11:27; Mk 12:6; 13:32; 14:61-62; Lk 10:22; 22:70; Jn 10:30; 14:9. 
4. The New Testament calls him “God”: Tit 2:13; 1 Jn 5:20; Rom 9:5; Jn 1:1. Class # 2 
5. Absolutely, universally supreme: Col 1:15-20. 
6. Eternally preexistent: Jn 1:1; Phil 2:6; Heb 13:8; Rev 22:13. 
7. Omnipresent: Mt 18:20; 28:20. 
8. Omnipotent: Mt 28:18; Heb 1:3; Rev 1:8. 8. 
9. Immutable: Heb 1:11-12; 13:8. 
10. Creates: Col 1:16-17; Jn 1:3; 1 Cor 8:6; Heb 1:10. 
11. Sinless, perfect: Heb 7:26; Jn 8:46; 2 Cor 5:21. 
12. Has authority to forgive sins: Mk 2:5-12; Lk 24:45-47; Acts 10:43; 1 Jn 1:5-9. 12. Rightly worshipped: Mt 2:11; 14:33; 28:9; Jn 20:28; Heb 1:5-9. 
13. Speaks the unique, forbidden divine name in reference to Himself. Jn 8:58-59 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” So they took up stones to throw at him; but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple. 
14. Called “King of kings and Lord of lords”: 1 Tim 6:15; Rev 17:14. 
15. One with the Father: Jn 10:30; 12:45; 14:8-10. 
16. Performs miracles: Jn 10:37-38; and throughout all four Gospels. 
17. Sends the Holy Spirit: Jn 14:25-26; 16:7-15. 
18. The Father testifies to him: Mt 3:17; 17:5; Jn 8:18; 1 Jn 5:9. 
19. Gives eternal life: Jn 3:16; 5:39-40; 20:30-31. 
20. Foreknows the future: Mk 8:31; Lk 9:21-22; 12:49-53; 22:35-37; 24:1-7; Jn 3:11-14; 6:63-64; 13:1-11; 14:27-29; 18:1-4;


https://unamsanctamcatholicam.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Proofs-of-Divinity.pdf
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The Ultimate Vindication of Christ’s Claims: The Resurrection
‘The Strategy of the Argument for the Resurrection: Five Possible Theories

“We believe Christ’s resurrection can be proved with at least as much certainty as any
universally believed and well-documented event in ancient history” (HCA, 181).

Jesus died _Jesus rose. 1. Christianity

Jesus didn’t rise. The apostles were deceived 2 hallucination

The apostles were mythmakers —————3. Myth
The apostles were deceivers 4. Conspiracy
Jesus didn’t die 5. Swoon

“Either (1) the resurrection really happened, (2) the apostles were deceived by a hallucination,
(3) the apostles created a myth, not meaning it literally, (4) the apostles were deceivers who
conspired to foist on the world the most famous and successful lie in history, or (5) Jesus only
swooned and was resuscitated, not resurrected” (HCA, 182).




